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The station-criminality nexus: How to
protect the station of being

criminogenic?
Executive summary

| would like to start with two quotes (W.H.Whyte, “The social life of small urban spaces”,
1980) to emphasize the importance of understanding the relationship between The city-The
station in the city and Criminality, not only for law enforcement and security workers but

also in the context of architecture and other environmental approaches of public transport.
“What attract people most, it would appear, is other people”

“So called undesirables are not the problem. It is the measures taken to combat them that is
the problem...The best way to handle the problem of undesirables is to make the place

attractive to everyone else.”

In Whyte’s work social life in public spaces contributes fundamentally to the quality of life of
individuals and society. So the suggestion is made to have a moral responsibility to create
physical places that facilitate civic engagement and community interaction. This is to be
accomplished by understanding the daily use of public spaces by people. Understanding by

observing their routine activities and learning from their “avoiding conduct”.

Already in the first decades of the 20" century, urbanism was - according to Wirth
(Urbanism is a dominant way of life, 1938) - not only to be defined as physical and spatial
(population, surface and density) but also as a specific way of life characterized by social and
religious heterogeneity, relative anonymity, dispersed social relations, social contrasts,

segregation and differentiation.

Cities (and Stations as a part of the center) are offering more opportunities for criminality,
there is less informal social control because of the (the lack of) the weakness of family and
community ties and there are more motivated offenders due to the presence of more and

more rootless young men facing relative deprivation.

At the same time we identify an exodus of the rural surplus due to the fact that there are no
longer enough work opportunities in the country side, young men are searching for work in

the city (station) environment with emerging bidonvilles or favella’s as a known result.



The consumer culture is making its way through the society. Cities and stations are now
continually transforming from production centers and administration to postmodern places

characterized by consumption, spectacle and free time.

Nevertheless sustainable development requires profound thinking, in economic and social
structures and in consumption and production patterns. The urban concept, including the
concept of stations, should be related to crime and fear of crime reduction. We need to
improve “Crime prevention trough environmental design (CPTED)” as an interrelated

concept of sustainable urban development.

We have to understand and implement a number of key theories such as “Routine Activity
Theory”, “Crime pattern theory” and the “Broken windows theory” to protect the stations of
being criminogenic. Designing out crime is based upon the theory that the proper design
and effective use of the built environment can reduce crime, reduce the fear of crime and
improve the quality of life. The six main concepts of the CPTED-theory are important when

trying to prevent crime.

“What works” is the most important question! A number of good practices are already

implemented in the station environment.



