
  

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

 

UIC, the International Union of Railways, and UIRR, the International Union 

for Road-Rail Combined Transport, presented their comparative analysis 

of combined transport usage and standards on 19 October  

 

(Paris, 21 October) UIC and UIRR have presented the results of their comparative 

analysis on combined transport usage and standards to an audience of over 100 

participants at an online webinar. This is a landmark in the work commissioned by the 

European Union Agency for Railways to facilitate combined transport activities and 

boost its integration with other modes of transport. The relevance and importance of 

the study was highlighted during the webinar by Eric Lambert, chairman of the UIC 

Combined Transport Special Group. “Combined transport is already important for rail 

but has proven to be a market segment with great potential. Smoothly aligned 

operations are therefore of prime importance for operators,” he said.  

Combined transport operations are currently organised through various regulations 

and standards (TSIs, EN, IRSs, ISO, etc.), which are not always aligned. They define 

the design and testing requirements for intermodal loading units (ILUs) and set out the 

conditions for ILU compatibility with the various transport modes and their transhipment 

in terminals. The comparative analysis conducted within the framework of the CACTUS 

project develops recommendations to eliminate gaps, overlaps and contradictions. 

As key recommendations, the study calls for the creation of a specific TSI on combined 

transport covering infrastructure, operations, traffic management and rolling stock 

subsystem aspects relating to the interoperability of ILUs loaded on wagons. 

Furthermore, the study proposes including relevant combined transport operating 

methods as described in UIC’s IRSs and in the existing TSI on wagons (WAG TSI). 

Finally, CACTUS proposes revising Directive 96/53/EC, as amended by EU Directive 

2015/719, to define semi-trailers suitable for transport by rail as intermodal loading 

units. It also recommends revising a number of ILU-related EN standards and 

introducing new, updated requirements for cross-referencing between standards to 

eliminate overlaps, contradictions and deficiencies. 

This significant effort by UIC and UIRR provides the groundwork for policymakers 

developing the long-awaited revised Combined Transport TSI. UIRR President Ralf-



Charley Schultze said: “CACTUS is a thorough piece of work executed by the two 

organisations, UIRR and UIC. We hope it will inspire ERA and DG MOVE to proceed 

with the TSI on combined transport. The recommendations developed in this study 

should be reflected in the new initiatives taken by ERA and DG MOVE. Interoperability 

is on its way; what we need now is European harmonisation”. 

To download the study’s executive summary, please visit https://www.shop-

etf.com/fr/comparative-analysis-of-the-combined-transport-usages-and-standards-

cactus-executive-summary. 

The full study will be available in the coming days 
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About UIC  

 
UIC is the worldwide organisation for the promotion of rail transport at a global level and collaborative development of the railway 

system. It brings together some 200 members on all 5 continents, among them rail operators, infrastructure managers, railway service 

providers, etc. UIC maintains close cooperation links with all actors in the rail transport domain right around the world, including 

manufacturers, railway associations, public authorities and stakeholders in other domains and sectors whose experiences may be 

beneficial to rail development. The UIC's main tasks include understanding the business needs of the rail community, developing 

programmes of innovation to identify solutions to those needs and preparing and publishing a series of documents known as IRS that 

facilitate the implementation of the innovative solutions. 

 

 

 
About UIRR 

Founded in 1970, the International Union for Road-Rail Combined Transport (UIRR) represents the interests of European road-rail 

combined transport operators and transhipment terminal managers.  

 

Road-rail combined transport (CT) is a system of freight forwarding based on efficiently and economically inserting electric rail into long-

distance (road) transport chains through the use of intermodal loading units (ILU). 
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