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The drone regulation: operation centric approach
Open category Specific category Certified category

Regulation (EU) 2019/945 (technical requirements and third country operations)

Regulation (EU) 2019/947 (registration and operational requirements)

Applicable since 31 Dec 2020

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2019/945/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2019/947/oj
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Geographical zones published by Member States       
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Requirements based on the risk assessment performed by the UAS operator

Specific category
Buy

Register 
yourself

Fly

Carry out risk 
assessment

Receive 
authorisation

Standard scenarios 
(STS)

Declaration

Privileges

①

②

③

Predefined risk 
assessment (PDRA)


Light UAS 

unmanned 
certificate (LUC)

Apply for 
authorisation

Operational 
authorisation

Applicable from 1 January 2024



6

Application process

All 9 SORA steps

SORA STEP #10: 
Comprehensive safety 

portfolio
(operation manual + 

compliance evidences)

Description of the operation
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Design verification report

Or declaration

Self declared training Training provided by third party 
(e.g. training organisation)

Training syllabus available

Development of Ops 
procedures

Organisation appropriate for 
intended ops.

Requirements in the specific category

or declaration

Ops Certificate (including continuing 
airworthiness org.) or flight tests 
organisation. LUC is an option.

Organisation:

Medium intrinsic riskLow intrinsic risk High intrinsic risk
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List of published PDRAs 
PDRA Ref

UAS 
Characteristics

Main Ops characteristics Typical ops

PDRA-S01 
AMC4 Article 11

MTOM=25 kg
Max dimension 
3m

✓ VLOS; 
✓ Controlled ground area also over populated area;
✓ Controlled or uncontrolled airspace less than 150m AGL;

Agricultural works, short 
range cargo ops

PDRA-S02 
AMC5 Article 11

MTOM=25 kg
Max dim 3m

✓ BVLOS up to 1km or 2km with AO;
✓ Controlled ground area over sparsely populated area;
✓ Controlled or uncontrolled airspace less than 150m AGL;

Surveillance, agricultural 
works, short range cargo 
ops 

PDRA-G01
AMC2 Article 11

Max dim 3m ✓ BVLOS with Aerial Obs;
✓ over sparsely populated area;
✓ Uncontrolled airspace less than 150m AGL;.

Surveillance, long range 
cargo ops

PDRA-G02
AMC3 Article 11

Max dim 3m ✓ BVLOS;
✓ over sparsely populated area;
✓ Segregated airspace (Height of segregated airspace).

All range of ops

PDRA-G03
AMC6 Article 11

Max dim 3m ✓ BVLOS;
✓ over sparsely populated area;
✓ Max height of 30m or within 15m from obstacles

Linear inspections, 
agricultural works

Legenda: AO = Aerial observer ; AGL: above ground level
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List of PDRAs under development
JARUS
Ref

UAS Charact. Main Ops characteristics Typical ops Status

PDRA-05

Max dim 3m ✓ BVLOS;
✓ over sparsely populated area;
✓ in airspace where at least 50% of 

manned a/c can be detected, less 
than 120m AGL

All range of ops Mature draft 
available

PDRA-06

Max dim 8m ✓ VLOS;
✓ Over controlled ground area;
✓ in airspace where at least 50% of 

manned a/c can be detected, less 
than 120m AGL

Testing of prototype UAS Under 
preparation

PDRA-07
Max dim 3m ✓ BVLOS;

✓ Over controlled ground area;
✓ Airport environment

Airport/runway inspections Under 
preparation

PDRA-08
Max dim 1m ✓ VLOS with aerial obs;

✓ Over controlled ground area;
✓ Segregated airspace;

Swarming Under 
preparation
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Predefined risk assessment PDRA G-03
AMC6 to Article 11 to Regulation 2019/947
→ BVLOS, in the range of the direct C2 link (radio line of sight)

→ Controlled or uncontrolled airspace 

→ below 30m or close to obstacles over sparsely populated area

→ with a UAS max dimension <3m, meeting the technical requirements defined in the PDRA

Maximum flight 
geography 30m

Maximum 
operational 
volume 50m

Minimum 20m
Maximum 

distance 30m

Max flight 
geography 

50m

Obstacle hight 
up to 20m

Minimum 20m

Less than 
30m

Maximum 
distance 15m

Obstacle higher  
than 20m

Minimum 20m

Less than 
30m

Operational Volume
Contingency Volume

Contingency Volume

Contingency Volume

Flight geography Flight geography Flight geography

aerial work operations operated routinely for 
regular inspections of facilities and 
infrastructure
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The U-space
Airspace where some 
services are provided.

Applicability date 26 January 2023
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